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Area Forecast Discussion 5/3/2017 2028 MST Phoenix

....However a cold Pacific low pressure system will approach the area this 
weekend, resulting in windy conditions Saturday and Sunday, and a 
cooling trend. The low pressure system will become stationary over the 
region Monday and Tuesday, with an increasing chance of showers and 
thunderstorms, and much colder weather. 

62

Area Forecast Discussion 5/3/2017 2119 PDT San Diego

The big story will be the upper trough moving into California 
Saturday with the low becoming closed Saturday night. ...The low 
will initially move into northern parts of So-Cal Sunday morning 
with strong onshore flow here and moisture extending from about 950 
to over 700 mb. .... Showers look quite likely Sunday night, but with a possible 
track of the low to our south in northern Baja both at the surface and aloft, 
there could be a decrease in activity Monday as some offshore flow could 
develop, though the models could certainly 
change with this. ...Also, with the cold upper low, there will be snow possible 
in the mountains with 850 MB temps falling to 1-3 deg C at times with snow 
levels around 5000 feet, maybe even locally lower in convection. ... Gusty 
winds will occur at times, with best chances in the mountains/deserts 
Saturday/Sunday. ...

65

Area Forecast Discussion 5/4/2017 0250 MST Phoenix

...Regardless, more pronounced height falls will descend into the area 
Saturday ahead of the cold core aloft while sfc pressure falls over 
southern Nevada tighten the low level gradient. Along this increased 
baroclinicity and pressure packing, a 30-40kt LLJ will develop though the 
region ahead of a frontal boundary. Deep mechanical mixing should tap 
part of this momentum yielding gusty afternoon S-SW winds and 
yielding threatening fire weather conditions....

68

Area Forecast Discussion 5/4/2017 0305 PDT San Diego

....Some onshore winds will pick up in parts of the mountains and deserts this 
afternoon as well. A big low pressure trough in the Gulf of Alaska will 
progress into the northwest U.S. and spawn a cutoff low that dives due 
south into California on Saturday.....

72

Area Forecast Discussion 5/4/2017 1318 PDT San Diego

...The weather will continue to cool Friday as a trough develops along the 
west coast and the upper level ridge moves east. The marine layer will 
continue to deepen as well. On Saturday, the trough deepens further and 
a closed low starts to split off from the trough and drop down into 
Central California. ...Onshore pressure gradients from San Diego to Las 
Vegas peak Saturday evening at 15-17 mb, with 850 mb winds of around 20-
30 kt. This will result in strong west winds along the mountain ridges, 
desert slopes, through/below the passes/canyons and into the adjacent 
deserts. Widespread gusts of 40-50 mph will be possible in those areas 
Saturday afternoon and evening, with 60+ mph gusts in the windiest 
locations. ...

75

Area Forecast Discussion 5/4/2017 1455 MST Phoenix

...Again, models are very consistent in their forecasts of developing 
and intensifying a Pacific low pressure system from central CA Saturday 
morning to southern CA Sunday. In general, as the cold front approaches 
Saturday, windy conditions will develop area-wide with southwest gusts 
in the 30 to 45 mph range. Due to low humidity Saturday, the Fire Weather 
Watch for southern AZ continues due to 
high fire danger. Breezy to windy conditions are expected Sunday but 
not as strong as the cold should have moved through most of AZ by 
afternoon....It appears that moisture will be limited, and any shower activity 
will be confined the cold unstable region near the upper low center in 
southeast CA and Colorado River Valley on Sunday.
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Area Forecast Discussion 5/4/2017 2125 PDT San Diego

UPDATE...The Pops/Wx grids were tweaked a bit for Sunday and Sunday night 
to increase the pops a bit, especially over the mountains. The significant, 
late-season storm system is still on track to bring sensible weather 
impacts, beginning Saturday, with the brunt of the precipitation potential 
Sunday through Monday morning. No other significant changes were made 
to the forecast at this time.

81

Urgent Weather Message 5/5/2017 0224 MST Phoenix

...Imperial County Southwest...Imperial County Southeast-Imperial County 
West-Imperial Valley-Including the cities of...Ocotillo,...El Centro, 
Calexico,...and Brawley......WIND ADVISORY IN EFFECT FROM 2 PM TO 11 
PM PDT SATURDAY...* AFFECTED AREA...Imperial county including 
Interstate 8, Highway 111, and Highway 78. *TIMING...Saturday afternoon 
through Saturday evening. * WINDS...25 to 35 mph with gusts up to 45 mph. 
Favored terrain areas west of El Centro along I-8 will see the strongest winds 
with gusts as high as 55 mph. * IMPACTS...Elevated winds and strong gusts 
will create dangerous driving conditions for high profile vehicles along 
Interstate 8 and throughout Imperial County. Locally reduced visibilities will 
also be possible due to blowing dust and sand.

84

Area Forecast Discussion 5/5/2017 0230 MST Phoenix

.....Regardless, as height falls translate down the California coast Saturday, sfc 
pressure falls will be maximized over cntrl/srn Nevada and Utah while a 
frontal boundary surges across the southern CA mountains and into the 
lower Colorado River Valley. Deep afternoon mixing juxtaposed with a 30-
40kt LLJ aligned along the tightening baroclinicity should yield locally 
strong winds Saturday afternoon into early evening. Post frontal 
mountain rotors through SE California may yield the strongest wind 
gusts and more extensive blowing dust. ....

85

Urgent Weather Message 5/5/2017 0303 PDT San Diego

...Periods of strong gusty west winds for the mountains and deserts for 
Saturday afternoon through late evening......WIND ADVISORY IN EFFECT 
FROM 2 PM SATURDAY TO 2 AM PDT SUNDAY...San Diego County 
Mountains-Coachella Valley-San Diego County Deserts...Including the cities 
of Julian, Indio, Palm Desert, Palm Desert Country, La Quinta, Borrego 
Springs, and Desert Hot Springs..* WINDS...Areas of west winds 20 to 30 mph 
with gusts to 55 mph. Isolated gusts to 65 mph. * TIMING...Winds 
strengthening Saturday morning with strongest winds for Saturday afternoon 
and evening...decreasing late Saturday night. * LOCATION...Strongest winds 
near mountain ridge tops and along desert mountain slopes into adjacent 
desert areas and in the northern Coachella Valley below the San Gorgonio 
Pass. * VISIBILITY...Locally reduced in blowing sand and blowing dust in the 
deserts.

88

Area Forecast Discussion 5/5/2017 0336 PDT San Diego

A trough of low pressure over the eastern Pacific will move slowly eastward to 
near the West Coast tonight...with a cold closed low pressure system 
developing just off the central California coast Saturday...then moving 
into Southern California Saturday night and Sunday. The center of the 
low pressure system will remain in the vicinity of Southern California and 
northern Baja into Monday...with the low pressure system weakening and 
moving slowly eastward for next Tuesday and Wednesday. 
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Area Forecast Discussion 5/5/2017 0916 PDT San Diego

A closed low will develop within the base of the trough by Saturday morning 
as the trough deepens further, and then the low will cut-off from the trough 
and then move into Southern California Saturday night into Sunday, then 
move south into Baja/Southwest Arizona Monday-Tuesday before finally 
moving east Wednesday. Strong onshore flow on Saturday, with onshore 
pressure gradients peaking at around 16 mb from San Diego to Las 
Vegas, and 20-30 kt 850 mb westerly winds, will create strong and gusty 
southwest to west winds along mountain ridges/desert slopes, 
through/below canyons and passes, and into adjacent desert areas. 
Wind gusts of 45-55 mph are likely, with isolated wind gusts of 65 mph 
or greater. A Wind Advisory goes into effect for all mountain and desert 
areas at 2 pm Saturday and continues through 10 pm Saturday.

93

Urgent Weather Message 5/5/2017 1254 PDT San Diego

...Periods of strong gusty west winds for the mountains and deserts for 
Saturday afternoon through late evening......WIND ADVISORY REMAINS IN 
EFFECT FROM 2 PM SATURDAY TO 2 AM PDT SUNDAY...San Diego 
County Mountains-Coachella Valley-San Diego County Deserts...Including the 
cities of Julian, Indio, Palm Desert, Palm Desert Country, La Quinta, Borrego 
Springs, and Desert Hot Springs..* WINDS...Areas of west winds 20 to 30 mph 
with gusts to 55 mph. Isolated gusts to 65 mph. * TIMING...Winds 
strengthening Saturday morning with strongest winds for Saturday afternoon 
and evening, decreasing late Saturday night. * LOCATION...Strongest winds 
near mountain ridge tops and along desert mountain slopes into adjacent 
desert areas and in the northern Coachella Valley below the San Gorgonio 
Pass. * VISIBILITY...Locally reduced in blowing sand and blowing dust in the 
deserts.

96

Urgent Weather Message 5/5/2017 1339 MST Phoenix

...Imperial County Southwest...Imperial County Southeast-Imperial County 
West-Imperial Valley-Including the cities of...Ocotillo,...El Centro, 
Calexico,...and Brawley......WIND ADVISORY NOW IN EFFECT FROM 2 PM 
TO 10 PM PDT SATURDAY...* AFFECTED AREA...Imperial county including 
Interstate 8, Highway 111, and Highway 78. *TIMING...Saturday afternoon 
through Saturday evening. * WINDS...25 to 35 mph with gusts up to 45 mph. 
Favored terrain areas west of El Centro along I-8 will see the strongest winds 
with gusts as high as 55 mph. * IMPACTS...Elevated winds and strong gusts 
will create dangerous driving conditions for high profile vehicles along 
Interstate 8 and throughout Imperial County. Locally reduced visibilities will 
also be possible due to blowing dust and sand.

98

Area Forecast Discussion 5/5/2017 1515 MST Phoenix

As a cold front approaches southern CA Saturday afternoon, strong gusty 
southwest winds will develop region wide, peaking in the 35 to 45 mph 
range by 5 pm MST. Dry desert and mountain vegetation, low humidity, and 
gusty wind will create high fire danger across the region. Fire Weather 
Watches have been upgraded to Red Flag Warnings for most of central and 
southern AZ on Saturday. Additionally, wind gusts will be sufficiently 
strong for Wind Advisories which are posted for southwest and south 
central AZ Saturday. There is also the potential for blowing dust across 
the lower deserts.
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Urgent Weather Message 5/5/2017 2049 PDT San Diego

...Periods of strong gusty west winds for the mountains and deserts for 
Saturday afternoon through late evening......WIND ADVISORY REMAINS IN 
EFFECT FROM 2 PM SATURDAY TO 2 AM PDT SUNDAY...San Diego 
County Mountains-Coachella Valley-San Diego County Deserts...Including the 
cities of Julian, Indio, Palm Desert, Palm Desert Country, La Quinta, Borrego 
Springs, and Desert Hot Springs..* WINDS...Areas of west winds 20 to 30 mph 
with gusts to 55 mph. Isolated gusts to 65 mph. * TIMING...Winds 
strengthening Saturday morning with strongest winds for Saturday afternoon 
and evening, decreasing late Saturday night. * LOCATION...Strongest winds 
near mountain ridge tops and along desert mountain slopes into adjacent 
desert areas and in the northern Coachella Valley below the San Gorgonio 
Pass. * VISIBILITY...Locally reduced in blowing sand and blowing dust in the 
deserts.

103

Area Forecast Discussion 5/5/2017 2100 MST Phoenix

...Early this evening, the strong upper ridge that resulted in triple digit high 
temperatures over the lower deserts had exited to the east of Arizona ahead 
of a deep upper trof currently developing along the west coast…. 105

Urgent Weather Message 5/5/2017 2213 MST Phoenix

...WIND ADVISORY REMAINS IN EFFECT FROM 2 PM TO 10 PM PDT
SATURDAY…Imperial County Southwest-Salton Sea-Chuckwalla Mountains-
Imperial County Southeast-Imperial County West-Imperial Valley-Including 
the cities of Mountain Spring, Desert Shores, Imperial Hot Mineral Springs, 
Winterhaven, Coolidge Springs, Salton City, Winona, Coyote Wells, Ocotillo, 
Plaster City, El Centro, Calexico, Alamorio, and Brawley* AFFECTED 
AREA...Imperial county including Interstate 8,  Highway 111, and Highway 
78.* TIMING...Saturday afternoon through Saturday evening.* WINDS...25 to 
35 mph with gusts up to 45 mph. Favored terrain areas west of El Centro 
along I-8 will see the strongest winds with gusts as high as 55 mph. * 
IMPACTS...Elevated winds and strong gusts will create dangerous driving 
conditions for high profile vehicles along Interstate 8 and throughout 
Imperial County. Locally reduced visibilities will also be possible due to 
blowing dust and sand. 

109

Area Forecast Discussion 5/6/2017 0310 MST Phoenix

The far more impressive winds will occur behind the frontal boundary in 
Imperial County this evening. Models are in good agreement the frontal 
boundary will reach the Colorado River around 03Z, then into the Phoenix 
metro by 12Z Sunday. The timing of this front just removed from the San 
Diego mountains at sunset looks like a near perfect setup for persistent, 
organized mountain rotors; and NAM BUFR soundings for the El Centro 
area show a shallow mixed post-frontal boundary layer topped by 40-
45kt no more than 1000ft from the sfc. Wind advisory caliber speeds 
throughout much of Imperial County look like a sure bet this evening.
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Urgent Weather Message 5/6/2017 0347 MST Phoenix

...WIND ADVISORY NOW IN EFFECT FROM 2 PM THIS AFTERNOON TO 1 
AM PDT SUNDAY…Imperial County Southwest-Salton Sea-Chuckwalla 
Mountains-Imperial County Southeast-Imperial County West-Imperial Valley-
Including the cities of Mountain Spring, Desert Shores, Imperial Hot Mineral 
Springs, Winterhaven, Coolidge Springs, Salton City, Winona, Coyote Wells, 
Ocotillo, Plaster City, El Centro, Calexico, Alamorio, and Brawley* AFFECTED 
AREA...Imperial county including Interstate 8,  Highway 111, and Highway 
78.* TIMING...Saturday afternoon through Saturday evening.* WINDS...25 to 
35 mph with gusts up to 45 mph. Favored terrain areas west of El Centro 
along I-8 will see the strongest winds with gusts as high as 55 mph. * 
IMPACTS...Elevated winds and strong gusts will create dangerous driving 
conditions for high profile vehicles along Interstate 8 and throughout 
Imperial County. Locally reduced visibilities will also be possible due to 
blowing dust and sand. 

114

Area Forecast Discussion 5/6/2017 0505 PDT San Diego

A cold low pressure system developing along the central California coast early 
this morning will move into Southern California tonight and Sunday bringing 
much cooler weather with periods of showers and a slight chance of 
thunderstorms for tonight through Sunday night....Onshore flow will 
strengthen today with strong gusty southwest winds to west winds for 
the mountains and deserts for this afternoon into night with isolated 
gusts exceeding 60 mph...mainly along the deserts slopes of the 
mountains of Riverside and San Diego Counties and in the northern 
Coachella Valley below the San Gorgonio Pass.

116

Urgent Weather Message 5/6/2017 0524 PDT San Diego

...Periods of strong gusty west winds for the mountains and deserts for this 
afternoon into tonight.....WIND ADVISORY REMAINS IN EFFECT FROM 2 
PM THIS AFTERNOON TO 2 AM PDT SUNDAY...San Diego County 
Mountains-Coachella Valley-San Diego County Deserts...Including the cities 
of Julian, Indio, Palm Desert, Palm Desert Country, La Quinta, Borrego 
Springs, and Desert Hot Springs..* WINDS...Areas of west winds 20 to 30 mph 
with gusts to 55 mph. Isolated gusts to 65 mph. * TIMING...Winds 
strengthening Saturday morning with strongest winds for Saturday afternoon 
and evening, decreasing late Saturday night. * LOCATION...Strongest winds 
near mountain ridge tops and along desert mountain slopes into adjacent 
desert areas and in the northern Coachella Valley below the San Gorgonio 
Pass. * VISIBILITY...Locally reduced in blowing sand and blowing dust in the 
deserts.

119

Area Forecast Discussion 5/6/2017 0920 MST Phoenix

Conditions for most across the forecast area this morning are the calm before 
the storm moving into the area beginning later thisafternoon. ... but 
conditions are cooler than 24hrs agofor Yuma, Blythe and Imperial/El Centro. 
Forecast focus today transitions from record warmth to wind/fire 
danger and a temp cooldown as a unseasonably strong cutoff low 
develops to our westlater today. ...The next more potent energy band 
and strong Theta-E/thermal front will begin to move through the 
Peninsular Ranges this early afternoon and then through the southeast 
CA deserts. Latest sounding profiles and hi-res precip plots have swift 
moving and albeit high based shower potential
before 07/00z west of Yuma with the surface front reaching the CO
River later in the evening and transitioning into Arizona around
midnight. Southerly surface winds and dewpoints have increased in
the last two hours over current forecast values, lending bit more
credence to some high-based ACCAS/showers possible ahead of the
main front. 
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Area Forecast Discussion 5/6/2017 0955 PDT San Diego

Gradients will accelerate more strongly onshore this afternoon as 
surface low over southern Nevada deepens to 996 mb. Winds will ramp 
up accordingly. Wind support aloft will increase this afternoon as the cold 
upper trough off the central CA coast deepens to 546 dm over Pt Conception 
through 00Z. The trough becomes negatively tilted this evening as a strong 
low level jet rounds the base of the trough. 850 mb winds increase to 30-40 
kt tonight, and sustained winds of 20-30 mph are likely in the mountains 
and deserts, gusting to 45-65 mph in the mountains and deserts through 
early tonight. Coastal and Valley areas will also experience gusty winds this 
afternoon and evening, strongest near the coast with gusts of 30 to 35 mph 
as the winds will come ashore unabated. 

125

Area Forecast Discussion 5/6/2017 1402 PDT San Diego

A strong coastal eddy and strong onshore flow have deepened the 
marine layer to 5000 feet this afternoon. Pockets of light rain are scattered 
across the area, with greatest coverage on the coastal mountain slopes. 
....Winds have increased in all areas this afternoon. Strongest wind gusts 
of 40-50 mph were in the mountains. In the deserts, Palm Springs had a 
gust of 40 mph at Noon. Even the coast was windy with sustained winds of 
20 mph at San Clemente Pier, and 22 mph at Solana Beach. Gradients will 
accelerate more strongly onshore through the evening to a 996 mb 
surface low over southern Nevada, so thestrong winds will continue. 
Southwesterly 850 mb winds increase to 40 kt ahead of a cold upper 
trough diving down the west coast. ....A Wind Advisory is in effect until 
10 pm tonight for 50-60 mph gusts in the mountains and down the 
desert slopes, and 35 to 45 mph wind gusts in the deserts. Gusty winds 
will continue in the coastal and valley areas with 15-30 mph winds, 
strongest near the coast with gusts of 35 mph as the winds come ashore 
unabated.

128

Urgent Weather Message 5/6/2017 1422 PDT San Diego

...Strong Gusty West Winds in the Mountains and Deserts Through 
Tonight…...WIND ADVISORY REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL 2 AM PDT 
SUNDAY...San Diego County Mountains-Coachella Valley-San Diego County 
Deserts-San Gorgonio Pass Near Banning-Including the cities of Julian, Indio, 
Palm Desert, Palm Desert Country, La Quinta, Borrego Springs, and Desert 
Hot Springs* WINDS...Areas of west winds 20 to 30 mph with gusts to 55 
mph. Isolated gusts to 65 mph. * LOCATION...Strongest winds near mountain 
ridge tops and along desert mountain slopes into adjacent desert areas and 
in the northern Coachella Valley below the San Gorgonio Pass. * 
VISIBILITY...Locally reduced in blowing sand and blowing dust in the deserts. 
* IMPACTS...The winds will make driving difficult, especially for motorists 
with high profile vehicles. Watch for broken tree limbs. * REPORTS...Palm 
Spring had a gust of 43 mph at Noon. Volcan Mountain had a gust to 53 mph 
at 1 PM. 

131

Area Forecast Discussion 5/6/2017 1501 MST Phoenix

...The far more impressive winds will occur behind the frontal boundary 
in Imperial County this evening. Models are in good agreement the frontal 
boundary will reach the Colorado River around 03Z, then into the Phoenix 
metro by 12Z Sunday. The timing of this front just removed from the San 
Diego mountains at sunset looks like a near perfect setup for persistent, 
organized mountain rotors; and NAM BUFR soundings for the El Centro area 
show a shallow mixed post-frontal boundary layer topped by 40-45kt no 
more than 1000ft from the sfc. Wind advisory caliber speeds throughout 
much of Imperial County look like a sure bet this evening....
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Urgent Weather Message 5/6/2017 1615 MST Phoenix

..BLOWING DUST ADVISORY IN EFFECT UNTIL 8 PM PDT THIS 
EVENING....WIND ADVISORY REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL 1 AM PDT 
SUNDAY...The National Weather Service in Phoenix has issued a Blowing 
Dust Advisory, which is in effect until 8 PM PDT this evening. Chuckwalla 
Mountains-Imperial County Southeast-Imperial County West-Imperial Valley-
Including the cities of Imperial Hot Mineral Springs, Winterhaven, Coolidge 
Springs, Salton City, Winona, Coyote Wells,Ocotillo, Plaster City, El Centro, 
Calexico, Alamorio, and Brawley* AFFECTED AREA...Imperial county including 
Interstate 8, 
  Highway 111, and Highway 78. * TIMING...Saturday afternoon through early 
Sunday morning.* WINDS...25 to 35 mph with gusts up to 45 mph. Favored 
terrain areas west of El Centro along I-8 will see the strongest winds with 
gusts as high as 55 mph. * VISIBILITY...Below 1 mile.* Impacts...Elevated 
winds and strong gusts will create dangerous driving conditions for high 
profile vehicles along Interstate 8 and throughout Imperial County. Locally 
reduced visibilities will also be possible due to blowing dust and sand. 

137

Urgent Weather Message 5/6/2017 1615 MST Phoenix

...WIND ADVISORY REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL 1 AM PDT SUNDAY...
Imperial County Southwest-Salton Sea-Including the cities of Mountain 
Spring and Desert Shores* AFFECTED AREA...Imperial county including 
Interstate 8, Highway 111, and Highway 78. * TIMING...Saturday afternoon 
through early Sunday morning.* WINDS...25 to 35 mph with gusts up to 45 
mph. Favored terrain areas west of El Centro along I-8 will see the strongest 
winds with gusts as high as 55 mph. * IMPACTS...Elevated winds and strong 
gusts will create dangerous driving conditions for high profile vehicles along 
Interstate 8 and throughout Imperial County. Locally reduced visibilities will 
also be possible due to blowing dust and sand. 

139

Urgent Weather Message 5/6/2017 1746 MST Phoenix

...Blowing Dust Possible…Imperial Valley-Including the cities of El Centro, 
Calexico, Alamorio, and Brawley..HIGH WIND WARNING IN EFFECT UNTIL 
8 PM PDT THIS EVENING..BLOWING DUST ADVISORY REMAINS IN 
EFFECT UNTIL 8 PM PDT THIS
EVENING...WIND ADVISORY REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL 1 AM PDT 
SUNDAY...The National Weather Service in Phoenix has issued a High Wind 
Warning, which is in effect until 8 PM PDT this evening. * AFFECTED 
AREA...Imperial county including Interstate 8, Highway 111, and Highway 78. 
* TIMING...Saturday afternoon through early Sunday morning.* WINDS...25 
to 35 mph with gusts up to 45 mph. Favored terrain areas near and to the 
west of El Centro and Imperial along I-8 will see the strongest winds with 
sustained winds in excess of 40 mph and gusts as high as 60 mph through 
around 8 pm. Winds will gradually taper off through the evening hours. * 
VISIBILITY...Below 1 mile.* Impacts...Elevated winds and strong gusts will 
create dangerous driving conditions for high profile vehicles along Interstate 
8 and throughout Imperial County. Locally reduced visibilities will also be 
possible due to blowing dust and sand. 
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Urgent Weather Message 5/6/2017 1746 MST Phoenix

Imperial County West-Including the cities of Imperial Hot Mineral Springs, 
Winterhaven, Coolidge Springs, Salton City, Winona, Coyote Wells,Ocotillo, 
and Plaster City...BLOWING DUST ADVISORY REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL 
8 PM PDT THIS EVENING...WIND ADVISORY REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL 
1 AM PDT SUNDAY...* AFFECTED AREA...Imperial county including 
Interstate 8, Highway 111, and Highway 78. * TIMING...Saturday afternoon 
through early Sunday morning.* WINDS...25 to 35 mph with gusts up to 45 
mph. Favored terrain areas west of El Centro along I-8 will see the strongest 
winds with gusts as high as 55 mph. * VISIBILITY...Below 1 mile.* 
Impacts...Elevated winds and strong gusts will create dangerous driving 
conditions for high profile vehicles along Interstate 8 and throughout 
Imperial County. Locally reduced visibilities will also be possible due to 
blowing dust and sand. 

143

Urgent Weather Message 5/6/2017 1746 MST Phoenix

Imperial County Southwest-Salton Sea-Including the cities of Mountain 
Spring and Desert Shores...WIND ADVISORY REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL 1 
AM PDT SUNDAY...* AFFECTED AREA...Imperial county including Interstate 
8, Highway 111, and Highway 78. * TIMING...Saturday afternoon through 
early Sunday morning.* WINDS...25 to 35 mph with gusts up to 45 mph. 
Favored terrain areas west of El Centro along I-8 will see the strongest winds 
with gusts as high as 55 mph. * IMPACTS...Elevated winds and strong gusts 
will create dangerous driving conditions for high profile vehicles along 
Interstate 8 and throughout Imperial County. Locally reduced visibilities will 
also be possible due to blowing dust and sand. 

145

Urgent Weather Message 5/6/2017 2011 MST Phoenix

...Blowing Dust Possible…Imperial Valley-Including the cities of El Centro, 
Calexico, Alamorio, and Brawley..WIND ADVISORY REMAINS IN EFFECT 
UNTIL 1 AM PDT SUNDAY...HIGH WIND WARNING HAS 
EXPIRED..BLOWING DUST ADVISORY HAS EXPIRED..* AFFECTED 
AREA...Imperial county including Interstate 8, Highway 111, and Highway 78.* 
TIMING...This evening through early Sunday morning.* WINDS...25 to 35 
mph with gusts up to 45 mph. Favored terrain areas near and to the west of 
El Centro and Imperial along I-8 will see the strongest winds with a few gusts 
reaching to around 50 mph. * Impacts...Elevated winds and strong gusts will 
create dangerous driving conditions for high profile vehicles along Interstate 
8 and throughout Imperial County. Locally reduced visibilities will also be 
possible due to blowing dust and sand.

147

Urgent Weather Message 5/6/2017 2011 MST Phoenix

Chuckwalla Mountains-Imperial County Southeast-Imperial County West-
Including the cities of Imperial Hot Mineral Springs, Winterhaven, Coolidge 
Springs, Salton City, Winona, Coyote Wells, Ocotillo, and Plaster City...WIND 
ADVISORY REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL 1 AM PDT SUNDAY....BLOWING 
DUST ADVISORY HAS EXPIRED...* AFFECTED AREA...Imperial county 
including Interstate 8, Highway 111, and Highway 78.* TIMING...This evening 
through early Sunday morning.* WINDS...25 to 35 mph with gusts up to 45 
mph. Favored terrainareas west of El Centro along I-8 will see the strongest 
windswith gusts as high as 50 mph. * Impacts...Elevated winds and strong 
gusts will create dangerousdriving conditions for high profile vehicles along 
Interstate 8 and throughout Imperial County. Locally reduced visibilities will 
also be possible due to blowing dust and sand.
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Urgent Weather Message 5/6/2017 2011 MST Phoenix

Imperial County Southwest-Salton Sea-Including the cities of Mountain 
Spring and Desert Shores...WIND ADVISORY REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL 1 
AM PDT SUNDAY...* AFFECTED AREA...Imperial county including Interstate 
8, Highway 111, and Highway 78. * TIMING...Saturday afternoon through 
early Sunday morning.* WINDS...25 to 35 mph with gusts up to 45 mph. 
Favored terrain areas west of El Centro along I-8 will see the strongest winds 
with gusts as high as 55 mph. * IMPACTS...Elevated winds and strong gusts 
will create dangerous driving conditions for high profile vehicles along 
Interstate 8 and throughout Imperial County. Locally reduced visibilities will 
also be possible due to blowing dust and sand. 

149

Area Forecast Discussion 5/6/2017 2110 MST Phoenix

During the afternoon and early evening hours, a deep and cold upper 
level closed low continued to drop south along the central CA coast as it 
developed, putting a strong southerly flow aloft ahead of it and into far 
SE CA and southern AZ. As 500mb heights drastically fell ahead of the 
advancing low (110m over portions of far southeast CA) temperatures today 
really dropped off. ... Very strong south to southwest winds developed 
area-wide this afternoon ahead of the low with many locations 
reporting peak gusts over 40 mph for much of the afternoon into the 
evening hours. Favored locations in Imperial County, such as Imperial 
and El Centro reported sustained winds over 40 mph with peak gusts to 
about 60 mph and a High Wind Warning was issued at 545 pm for the 
Imperial Valley. A Wind Advisory and Blowing Dust Advisory were also 
in effect for much of southwest and south-central AZ as well as Imperial 
County but as winds have started to taper off and no reports of dense 
dust were received, we allowed most of these products to expire at 8 
pm. The wind advisory will continue for Imperial county through 
midnight tonight however, as gusts in excess of 40 mph persist in the 
Imperial valley.

151

Area Forecast Discussion 5/6/2017 2146 PDT San Diego

Cold upper low center is dropping across the Southern California Bight 
this evening. This system will linger over SoCal and Northern Baja Mexico 
through Sunday night bringing a multitude of weather 
impacts to the region. Snow levels have rapidly dropped this evening and 
we received a report of sleet falling at Palomar Mountain a few hours ago. 
Snow levels will persist through Sunday night between 4000 to 5000 feet. 
Accumulations will be hit and miss at the lower elevations between 4000 to 
6000 feet although even a quick inch of snow under a heavy snow shower 
can cause havoc on the busy mountain passes of SoCal, which is why the 
winter weather advisory will remain in effect through Sunday evening. 
Above 5000 or 6000 feet, accumulations are more likely, and we could see up 
to 6 inches or so at those higher elevations through Sunday evening.  
Showers will increase in intensity and coverage overnight as the low 
center approaches the region. Gusty SSW winds will continue this 
evening over the mountains and deserts and should diminish towards 
early Sunday morning. Have extended the northern deserts wind advisory 
through 2 am as winds continue to be gusty there and hovering around 
advisory criteria with a few reports of blowing dust and sand in the high 
deserts of San Bernardino County this evening.
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TYPE DATE AGENCY DESCRIPTION PAGETIME

Urgent Weather Message 5/6/2017 2152 PDT San Diego

...Strong Gusty West Winds in the Mountains and Deserts Through
Tonight…...WIND ADVISORY REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL 2 AM PDT 
SUNDAY...Riverside County Mountains-San Diego County Mountains-
Coachella Valley-San Diego County Deserts-San Gorgonio Pass Near Banning-
Including the cities of Julian, Indio, Palm Desert, Palm Desert Country, La 
Quinta, Borrego Springs, and Desert Hot Springs* WINDS...Areas of west 
winds 20 to 30 mph with gusts to 55 mph. Isolated gusts to 65 mph. * 
LOCATION...Strongest winds near mountain ridge tops and along desert 
mountain slopes into adjacent desert areas and in the northern Coachella 
Valley below the San Gorgonio Pass. * VISIBILITY...Locally reduced in blowing 
sand and blowing dust in the deserts. * IMPACTS...The winds will make driving 
difficult, especially for motorists with high profile vehicles. Watch for broken 
tree limbs. 
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+̂fK]YO_
Oga+KZ]
KZ
ghhgRN
LZNKd
̀
+a
\̂N
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2-Ŝ?R1
?R
-YY-P8
4R8?Z
;
̂S
/38
14R3̂5,,,
,,,KZ+>?RC
3418
̂3I?1+25
_̂1
-./?2-3,,,

h
̂YY-P8-3
̂2-̂,,,?AaGHDBE
TQ@LOJ
DLTE@MDLU
?LOGHNOBOG
[X
_DUV̀BJ


;;;X
BLM
_DUV̀BJ
<[,

h
8?S?RC,,,8VDN
GFGLDLU
OVHQ@UV
GBHEJ
1@LMBJ
AQHLDLU,

h
>?R31,,,]=
OQ
7=
AaV
̀DOV
U@NON
@a
OQ
b=
AaV,
YBFQHGM
OGHHBDL


BHGBN
̀GNO
QW
-E
PGLOHQ
BEQLU
?:[
̀DEE
NGG
OVG
NOHQLUGNO
̀DLMN


̀DOV
U@NON
BN
VDUV
BN
=6
AaV,


h
?AaBTON,,,-EGFBOGM
̀DLMN
BLM
NOHQLU
U@NON
̀DEE
THGBOG
MBLUGHQ@N


MHDFDLU
TQLMDODQLN
WQH
VDUV
aHQWDEG
FGVDTEGN
BEQLU
?LOGHNOBOG
[


BLM
OVHQ@UVQ@O
?AaGHDBE
PQ@LOJ,
ZQTBEEJ
HGM@TGM
FDNDcDEDODGN


̀DEE
BENQ
cG
aQNNDcEG
M@G
OQ
cEQ̀DLU
M@NO
BLM
NBLM,


/2-P̂48?+R̂25*/2-/̂2-3R-11
̂P8?+R1,,,

̂
>DLM
̂MFDNQHJ
AGBLN
OVBO
N@NOBDLGM
̀DLM
NaGGMN
QW
cGÒGGL
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UĜA
BHJR
?@CB?X@X
A

LF\L
BY
gg
X@\?@@T
QL@
JBZ
ZFJJ
@M@HEGAJJR
AXM@CE
FH
hGFE@
A
]FE
BY

B̂FDEG?@
J@AXFH\
EB
A
DCAEE@?@XiHĜ@?BGD
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Ŵ[@?FAJ
̀BGHER
]GE
AD

ZFHXD
LAM@
DEA?E@X
EB
EA[@?
BYY
AHX
HB
?@[B?ED
BY
X@HD@
XGDE
Z@?@

?@C@FM@X_
Z@
AJJBZ@X
̂BDE
BY
EL@D@
[?BXGCED
EB
@N[F?@
AE
g
[̂T
QL@

ZFHX
AXMFDB?R
ZFJJ
CBHEFHG@
YB?
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b̂aĉM7
dde
0:33
65N5349
7@;4F.@
24F7@5;B
1B6

E5B7;13
PQ>
Y559
=5E@1B:E13
=:8:B.
2@4F36
719
1
94;7:4B
4A
7@:2

=4=5B7F=
134B.
7@5
Ua<
E4;;:64;
1;4FB6
f:31
g5B6
3516:B.
74
24=5

34E13:K56
27;4B.
.F272
1B6
9422:H3D
H340:B.
6F27>


L@5
A1;
=4;5
:=9;522:N5
0:B62
0:33
4EEF;
H5@:B6
7@5
A;4B713
H4FB61;D

:B
U=95;:13
Z4FB7D
7@:2
5N5B:B.>
h46532
1;5
:B
.446
1.;55=5B7
7@5

A;4B713
H4FB61;D
0:33
;51E@
7@5
Z434;164
R:N5;
1;4FB6
̂bQC
7@5B
:B74

7@5
G@45B:8
=57;4
HD
IJQ
XFB61D>
L@5
7:=:B.
4A
7@:2
A;4B7
_F27

;5=4N56
A;4=
7@5
X1B
Y:5.4
=4FB71:B2
17
2FB257
344M2
3:M5
1
B51;

95;A5E7
257F9
A4;
95;2:275B7C
4;.1B:K56
=4FB71:B
;474;2/
1B6
[Ph

gW?R
24FB6:B.2
A4;
7@5
S3
Z5B7;4
1;51
2@40
1
2@13340
=:856
9427a
A;4B713
H4FB61;D
31D5;
749956
HD
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̂QPUH]SĉQ\bBbVScQdZBSa\B]SLLL
QeLLLb6E3L

UQLLL̂1EF
QF:156;4
8E910
I
QY
CdP
S8EF>4
W6;
UQe=O<f=OgL

[[

hh

Z1519
85
6E
R>N3?662.
PM1993;.
>EF
>9
M3>9@3;L-6:c/@63E1T

dBSUiSSBabLLLUG
C\]ZBaiS
dBSUiSSBabLLLb6093cYa
QZBQPBabLLLUG
RB\]
̂]QPH]\LLLd3373;


May 6, 2017 Exceptional Event, Imperial County Appendix A

154

monicasoucier
Rectangle

monicasoucier
Rectangle



��������� ��	
��
��
����
���
���

����������������� ����!��������"#�$%�����������&�!'(�����)�(�����*���++, ��,

-
./0

1234..
5462
7/788/
999
91:462

9;<=
1>;<?=@A
:B@?C@@B>D
E=AB>D=F
G<=AH<;
4<;IB?<
4=D
:B<J>
K9
L8.
MN
M:O
4=A
N=P
.
Q7R/

S4TEUM4V4SSS

9
W<<XY
?>FW
CXX<;
F>Z
ZBFF
ZBFF
[;BDJ
@?=AA<;<W
@H>Z<;@
=DW

B@>F=A<W
AHCDW<;@A>;\@
AH;>CJH
4CDW=P
DBJHAS
4D>Z
F<I<F@
ZBFF
H>I<;

[<AZ<<D
8777
A>
0777
]<<A
AH;>CJH
4CDW=P
<I<DBDJ
ZBAH
X<;B>WB?
@D>Z

@H>Z<;@
=DW
@>\<
@D>Z
=??C\CF=AB>D
FB̂<FP
<@X<?B=FFP
=[>I<
.777

]<<AS
4?=AA<;<W
@H>Z<;@
ZBFF
?>DABDC<
N>DW=P
BDA>
OC<@W=PY
\=BDFP

>I<;
AH<
\>CDA=BD@
=DW
BDF=DW
I=FF<P@S
4H>Z<;@
ZBFF
W<?;<=@<
BD

?>I<;=J<
OC<@W=P
DBJHAS
:;P
=DW
Z=;\<;
G<WD<@W=P
AH;>CJH
1;BW=P
ZBAH

HBJH
X;<@@C;<
[CBFWBDJ
BD
=F>]AS


__
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	20170503 2028pm MST AFD from NWS PSR
	20170503 2119pm PDT AFD from NWS SGX
	20170504 0250am MST AFD from NWS PSR
	20170504 0305am PDT AFD from NWS SGX
	20170504 1318pm PDT AFD from NWS SGX
	20170504 1455pm MST AFD from NWS PSR
	20170504 2125pm PDT AFD from NWS SGX
	20170505 0224am MST UrgentW NPW from NWS PSR
	20170505 0230am MST AFD from NWS PSR
	20170505 0303am PDT UrgentW NPW from NWS SGX
	20170505 0336am PDT AFD from NWS SGX
	20170505 0916am PDT AFD from NWS SGX
	20170505 1254pm PDT UrgentW NPW from NWS SGX
	20170505 1339pm MST UrgentW NPW from NWS PSR
	20170505 1515pm MST AFD from NWS PSR
	20170505 2049pm PDT UrgentW NPW from NWS SGX
	20170505 2100pm MST AFD from NWS PSR
	20170505 2213pm MST UrgentW NPW from NWS PSR
	20170506 0310am MST AFD from NWS PSR
	20170506 0347am MST UrgentW NPW from NWS PSR
	20170506 0505am PDT AFD from NWS SGX
	20170506 0524am PDT UrgentW NPW from NWS SGX
	20170506 0920am MST AFD from NWS PSR
	20170506 0955am PDT AFD from NWS SGX
	20170506 1402pm PDT AFD from NWS SGX
	20170506 1422pm PDT UrgentW NPW from NWS SGX
	20170506 1501pm MST AFD from NWS PSR
	20170506 1615pm MST UrgentW NPW from NWS PSR
	20170506 1746pm MST UrgentW NPW from NWS PSR
	20170506 2011pm MST UrgentW NPW from NWS PSR
	20170506 2110pm MST AFD from NWS PSR
	20170506 2146pm PDT AFD from NWS SGX
	20170506 2152pm PDT UrgentW NPW from NWS SGX
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