
April 11 and April 12, 2018 Exceptional Event, Imperial County Appendix C 
 

343 

APPENDIX C 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND OTHER NOTICES 

 
FIGURE C-1 

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PUBLIC ZONES 

Fig C-1: Illustrates the public zones serviced by the National Weather Service Office in Phoenix and 
San Diego.  Imperial County, including southeast sections of Riverside County are part of the 
reporting public zone areas from the Phoenix office 
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FIGURE C-2 
IMPERIAL COUNTY WEB POSTING  

OF POTENTIAL ELEVATED PM CONCENTRATIONS  

Advisory Events 
The information herein is NOT intended for use as a weather forecast. The Air District 
DOES NOT forecast but solely compiles information from both the Phoenix and San 
Diego National Weather Offices to relay information concerning potential changes in 
ambient air concentrations that may impact the public. 
 

April 12 2018 
Be Advised 

High wind levels have the potential to suspend particulate matter into the air. High levels of PM10 may 
pose an impact to public health. It is recommended that active children and adults, and people with 
respiratory disease, such as asthma, limit their outdoor activities. 

Potential increases in PM10 concentrations may increase to moderate or unhealthy level. 
Imperial County Weather Synopsis 
IMPERIAL COUNTY 
A WIND ADVISORY IN EFFECT FOR IMPERIAL COUNTY through 8 p.m. Thursday.  
 
The NWS Phoenix office has issued a Wind Advisory for Imperial County effective through 8 p.m. Thursday.  
 
West winds of 20 to 35 mph with gusts up to 45 mph will impact most of the county.  
 
Patchy blowing dust and blowing sand is expected which could impact visibility on local highways. 
 
Winds will remain strong during the day but are forecasted to slowly relax on Friday. 
 
SYNOPSIS FROM THE SAN DIEGO OFFICE 
A HIGH WIND WARNING remains in effect for the mountains and deserts into early afternoon.  
 
A low-pressure trough will move over California this morning, producing strong westerly winds over the 
mountains and deserts, and a chance for a few light showers, mainly western San Diego County. The onshore 
surface pressure gradient had ramped up significantly from yesterday and stood at 17 MBS KSAN to SW NV 
and about 8 MBS KSAN to the lower deserts. Wind gust reports indicate higher speeds over the mountains 
through 3 AM PDT. Peak gusts were 67 MPH through the San Gorgonio Pass and 60 MPH at Volcan Mountain 
in San Diego County.  
 
As the low moves east this morning, the gradient should begin to relax, however strong winds aloft will 
continue through the morning, supporting high wind conditions over the mountains and desert slopes into 
midday. It will be breezy west of the mountains as well today with winds of 20 to 25 MPH and higher gusts at 
times. A High Wind Warning remains in effect for the mountains and deserts into early afternoon. Gusty 
northwest winds will continue to affect desert areas into the evening, but the strongest winds will likely occur 
this morning. 
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The trough will slide east this afternoon, allowing winds to slowly subside late today and overnight. Cooler 
tonight as drier air invades the region under mostly clear skies, then warmer into the weekend under weak high 
pressure aloft and offshore flow. Winds turn back onshore Sunday in advance of another Pacific trough. Cooling 
will begin over coastal areas and spread inland through Tuesday as strong westerly winds redevelop over the 
mountains and deserts. 
 
SYNOPSIS FROM THE PHOENIX OFFICE 
STRONG WINDS AND BLOWING DUST forecasted across southeastern California and southwestern Arizona. 
 
A strong Pacific trough is currently moving through the Western U.S. ushering in windy and significantly cooler 
and dry conditions through Saturday. 
 
Gusty winds have already begun across portions of southeast California and will become widespread and 
increase during the middle to late part of the morning. As the trough moves through the Great Basin and 
Desert Southwest today, the strongest wind event so far this season will occur. Wind gusts of 40-45 mph will be 
common this afternoon, especially north of a Gila Bend to Blythe, CA line.  
 
A cold front moving through the area later this morning will bring rapidly drying conditions with humidities 
dropping below 15% by around noon in most locations. The strong winds and the dry conditions this afternoon 
and evening will result in very high fire danger with Red Flag Warnings spanning the entire area. Another 
potential impact today will be areas of blowing dust and the possibility of localized dense blowing dust with 
visibility restrictions at times below 1/2 mile. The cold front will usher in modestly cooler air today with highs 
only topping out in the lower 80s in most lower desert locations.  
 
The trough will continue to the east tonight, but the back side will linger across eastern Arizona through Friday 
morning. The pressure gradient will relax somewhat into Friday, but northwesterly gusts during the daytime 
hours Friday will likely exceed 30-35 mph at times, just below advisory level. Further drying into Friday will lead 
to dangerously low humidities by the afternoon with readings falling down to near 5%. The very dry conditions 
and gusty winds will again lead to Red Flag conditions over much of Arizona for Friday afternoon and early 
evening. Temperatures will drop even further on Friday with highs only reaching into the upper 70s to near 80 
over the deserts (5-7 degrees below normal). 
 
Increasing high pressure and a rebound in temperatures is expected for Sunday and Monday with highs back 
into the upper 80s to lower 90s. Another weak weather system will mainly pass to the north late next Monday 
and Tuesday allowing for a return of windy conditions and another drop in temperatures into the middle of 
next week. 

Weather Story Phoenix Station Weather Story San Diego Station 
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FIGURE C-3 
IMPERIAL COUNTY WEB POSTING  

OF POTENTIAL ELEVATED PM CONCENTRATIONS REVISED 

Advisory Events 
The information herein is NOT intended for use as a weather forecast. The Air District 
DOES NOT forecast but solely compiles information from both the Phoenix and San 
Diego National Weather Offices to relay information concerning potential changes in 
ambient air concentrations that may impact the public. 
 

April 12 2018 
Be Advised 

High wind levels have the potential to suspend particulate matter into the air. High levels of PM10 may pose 
an impact to public health. It is recommended that active children and adults, and people with respiratory 
disease, such as asthma, limit their outdoor activities. 

Potential increases in PM10 concentrations may increase to moderate or unhealthy level. 
Imperial County Weather Synopsis 
IMPERIAL COUNTY 
 
A BLOWING DUST ADVISORY IS NOW IN EFFECT FOR IMPERIAL COUNTY.  
 
At 1:49 p.m. the NWS Phoenix office issued a Blowing Dust Advisory for a wide portion of Imperial County.  
Eastern portions of Riverside County including Joshua Tree National Park, Chiriaco Summit, the Blythe area (lower 
Colorado River valley), along with Yuma and southwestern Arizona were included in the advisory. The advisory is in 
effect until 8 p.m. Thursday. 
 
A WIND ADVISORY REMAINS IN EFFECT FOR IMPERIAL COUNTY through 8 p.m. Thursday.  
 
The NWS Phoenix office has issued a Wind Advisory for Imperial County effective through 8 p.m. Thursday.  
 
West winds of 20 to 30 mph with gusts up to 40 mph will impact most of the county.  
 
Patchy blowing dust and blowing sand is expected which could impact visibility on local highways. 
 
Winds will remain strong during the day but are forecasted to slowly relax on Friday. 
 
SYNOPSIS FROM THE SAN DIEGO OFFICE 
A HIGH WIND WARNING remains in effect for the mountains and deserts into early afternoon.  
 
A low-pressure trough will move over California this morning, producing strong westerly winds over the mountains 
and deserts, and a chance for a few light showers, mainly western San Diego County. The onshore surface pressure 
gradient had ramped up significantly from yesterday and stood at 17 MBS KSAN to SW NV and  
about 8 MBS KSAN to the lower deserts. Wind gust reports indicate higher speeds over the mountains through 3 AM 
PDT. Peak gusts were 67 MPH through the San Gorgonio Pass and 60 MPH at Volcan Mountain in San Diego  
County.  
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As the low moves east this morning, the gradient should begin to relax, however strong winds aloft will continue 
through the morning, supporting high wind conditions over the mountains and desert slopes into midday. It will be 
breezy west of the mountains as well today with winds of 20 to 25 MPH and higher gusts at times. A High Wind 
Warning remains in effect for the mountains and deserts into early afternoon. Gusty northwest winds will continue to 
affect desert areas into the evening, but the strongest winds will likely occur this morning. 
 
The trough will slide east this afternoon, allowing winds to slowly subside late today and overnight. Cooler tonight as 
drier air invades the region under mostly clear skies, then warmer into the weekend under weak high pressure aloft 
and offshore flow. Winds turn back onshore Sunday in advance of another Pacific trough. Cooling will begin over 
coastal areas and spread inland through Tuesday as strong westerly winds redevelop over the mountains and deserts. 
 
SYNOPSIS FROM THE PHOENIX OFFICE 
STRONG WINDS AND BLOWING DUST forecasted across southeastern California and southwestern Arizona. 
 
A strong Pacific trough is currently moving through the Western U.S. ushering in windy and significantly cooler and 
dry conditions through Saturday. 
 
Gusty winds have already begun across portions of southeast California and will become widespread and increase 
during the middle to late part of the morning. As the trough moves through the Great Basin and Desert Southwest 
today, the strongest wind event so far this season will occur. Wind gusts of 40-45 mph will be common this 
afternoon, especially north of a Gila Bend to Blythe, CA line.  
 
A cold front moving through the area later this morning will bring rapidly drying conditions with humidities dropping 
below 15% by around noon in most locations. The strong winds and the dry conditions this afternoon and evening 
will result in very high fire danger with Red Flag Warnings spanning the entire area. Another potential impact today 
will be areas of blowing dust and the possibility of localized dense blowing dust with visibility restrictions at times 
below 1/2 mile. The cold front will usher in modestly cooler air today with highs only topping out in the lower 80s in 
most lower desert locations.  
 
The trough will continue to the east tonight, but the back side will linger across eastern Arizona through Friday 
morning. The pressure gradient will relax somewhat into Friday, but northwesterly gusts during the daytime hours 
Friday will likely exceed 30-35 mph at times, just below advisory level. Further drying into Friday will lead to 
dangerously low humidities by the afternoon with readings falling down to near 5%. The very dry conditions and 
gusty winds will again lead to Red Flag conditions over much of Arizona for Friday afternoon and early evening. 
Temperatures will drop even further on Friday with highs only reaching into the upper 70s to near 80 over the deserts 
(5-7 degrees below normal). 
 
Increasing high pressure and a rebound in temperatures is expected for Sunday and Monday with highs back into the 
upper 80s to lower 90s. Another weak weather system will mainly pass to the north late next Monday and Tuesday 
allowing for a return of windy conditions and another drop in temperatures into the middle of next week. 
Weather Story Phoenix Station Weather Story San Diego Station 
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FIGURE C-4 
SAN DIEGO NWS OFFICE WEATHER STORY APRIL 9, 2018 

 
Fig C-4: Illustrates high winds across the region 
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FIGURE C-5 
SAN DIEGO NWS OFFICE WEATHER STORY APRIL 10, 2018 

Fig C-5: Illustrates the high winds forecast for the region 
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FIGURE C-6 
SAN DIEGO NWS OFFICE WEATHER STORY APRIL 10, 2018 

 
Fig C-6: Illustrates the high winds forecast for the region 
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FIGURE C-7 
PHOENIX NWS OFFICE WEATHER STORY APRIL 10, 2018 

 
Fig C-7: Illustrates the extent of the wind advisories across the region 
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FIGURE C-8 
SAN DIEGO NWS OFFICE WEATHER STORY APRIL 11, 2018 

 
Fig C-8: Illustrates the extent of the wind advisories across the region 
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FIGURE C-9 
SAN DIEGO NWS OFFICE WEATHER STORY APRIL 11, 2018 

 
 

Fig C-9: Illustrates the extent of the wind advisories across the region 
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FIGURE C-10 
SAN DIEGO NWS OFFICE WEATHER STORY APRIL 11, 2018 

 
Fig C-10: Illustrates the extent of the wind advisories across the region 
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C-11 
NOAA SMOKE TEXT PRODUCT APRIL 11, 2018 
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FIGURE C-12 
SAN DIEGO NWS OFFICE WEATHER STORY APRIL 12, 2018 

 
Fig C-12: Illustrates the extent of the wind advisories across the region 

 
  



April 11 and April 12, 2018 Exceptional Event, Imperial County Appendix C 
 

359 

FIGURE C-13 
NOAA SMOKE TEXT PRODUCT—APRIL 12, 2018 

Fig C-13: Illustrates the extent of the wind advisories across the region 
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FIGURE C-14 
SAN DIEGO NWS OFFICE WEATHER STORY APRIL 12, 2018 

Fig C-14: Illustrates the extent of the wind advisories across the region 
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FIGURE C-15 
PHOENIX NWS OFFICE WEATHER STORY APRIL 12, 2018 

 
 
Fig C-15: Illustrates the extent of the wind advisories across the region 
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FIGURE C-16 
NOAA SMOKE TEXT PRODUCT APRIL 12, 2018 

Fig C-16: Illustrates the extent of the wind advisories across the region 
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FIGURE C-17 
AIRQUALITY INDEX 

Air Quality Index 
Levels of Health 

Concern 

Numerical 
Value Meaning 

Good 0 to 50 Air quality is considered satisfactory, and air pollution poses little or no risk. 

Moderate 51 to 100 
Air quality is acceptable; however, for some pollutants there may be a 
moderate health concern for a very small number of people who are 
unusually sensitive to air pollution. 

Unhealthy for Sensitive 
Groups 

101 to 
150 

Members of sensitive groups may experience health effects. The general 
public is not likely to be affected. 

Unhealthy 151 to 
200 

Everyone may begin to experience health effects; members of sensitive 
groups may experience more serious health effects. 

Very Unhealthy 201 to 
300 Health alert: everyone may experience more serious health effects. 

Hazardous 301 to 
500 

Health warnings of emergency conditions. The entire population is more 
likely to be affected. 

Fig C-17:  The Air Quality Index AQI is an index for reporting daily air quality. It tells you how clean 
or polluted your air is, and what associated health effects might be a concern for you. The AQI focuses 
on health affects you may experience within a few hours or days after breathing polluted air. EPA 
calculates the AQI for five major air pollutants regulated by the Clean Air Act: ground-level ozone, 
particle pollution (also known as particulate matter), carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen 
dioxide. For each of these pollutants, EPA has established national air quality standards to protect 
public health. Ground-level ozone and airborne particles are the two pollutants that pose the greatest 
threat to human health in this country.  Source: 
https://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=aqibasics.aqi 

 
  

https://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=aqibasics.aqi
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FIGURE C-18 
DAILY WEATHER AND AG BURNING INFORMATION 

Fig C-18:  Is a copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District official record of the 
conditions as they existed for a determination of a "No Burn" day on April 11, 2018 
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FIGURE C-19 
DAILY WEATHER AND AG BURNING INFORMATION 

Fig C-19:  Is a copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District official record of the 
conditions as they existed for a determination of a "No Burn" day on April 12, 2018 
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FIGURE C-20 
IMPERIAL COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT COMPLAINT 
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FIGURE C-20 
IMPERIAL COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT COMPLAINT  

CONTINUED 
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FIGURE C-20 
IMPERIAL COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT COMPLAINT  

CONTINUED 

 
Fig C-20: Is a copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District filed complaint #7197 
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FIGURE C-21 
IMPERIAL COUNTY AFFIDAVIT OF 30 DAY PUBLIC NOTICE 

Fig C-22: Is a copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District official record (affidavit) 
affirming the publication of the notice of availability of the Exceptional Events Demonstration for 
April 11 and April 12, 2018.  The date for closing comments was October 20, 2018 

 
FIGURE C-22 

IMPERIAL COUNTY COMMENTS REGARDING THE 
APRIL 11, 2018 AND APRIL 12, 2018 EE DEMONSTRATION 

 
Awaiting Final Comment Period 
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